September 13, 2023 
Statement on Augusto Deoliveira's (aka The Dog Daddy) Training Methods 


The American College of Veterinary Behaviorists (ACVB) wishes to express our serious 
concern about the training practices promoted by Augusto Deoliveira, otherwise 
known as the "Dog Daddy". 


In evaluating their publicly available videos and other postings, the methods that 
this trainer are promoting are outdated and inhumane. They can cause significant 
physical and emotional harm to the animal and also place the handler at significant 
risk of being bitten. Some training methods we observed include: 


° hangingthe dog from a slip lead 

e delivering physical corrections repeatedly with a prong collar 
° physically forcing a dogto lie down or sit 

° provoking aggression in dogs 


Research has shown that training methods which cause fear, physiologic stress and 
pain such as these are associated with an increased likelihood of physical and 
emotional injury to the dog and future aggression toward the owner, and are no 
more effective than positive reinforcement methods. They are dangerous and 
inhumane. In fact, pet families using positive methods report higher satisfaction in 
their training and a better relationship with their pet than those using aversive 
methods. With this in mind, we strongly condemn the training methods promoted in 
the videos by "The Dog Daddy". 


This trainer has amassed a large social media following, and we envision families 
watching at home will attempt the same techniques demonstrated by Mr. 
Deoliveira, potentially causing harm to their dog and risking injury to themselves and 
their family members. This pattern has already occurred with other popular reality 
dog training shows using aversive methods. 


Our recommendation is for owners to work with trainers who use scientifically up-to- 
date and proven training methods which do not cause pain or fear using positive 
reinforcement. Positive reinforcement methods focus on rewarding dogs for doing 
desired behaviors, versus correcting undesired behaviors. A quick fix for any major 
problem is wishful thinking. While positive reinforcement training may need 
expertise and time to achieve lasting changes, severe behavior problems can be 
successfully addressed in any breed using positive reinforcement and other humane 
methodologies without the use of these outdated, aversive and painful methods. 
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